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Jason Shiga

Bookhunter
144-page 7.5” x 9” two color paperback
Published: May 2007
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-6-9
List price: $15.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | MYSTERY

Ripped from today’s headlines, Bookhunter fires off and you can’t quit
reading. The excitement is fulfilling. The year is 1973. A priceless book has
been stolen from the Oakland Public Library. A crack team of Bookhunters (aka. library police) have less than three days to recover the stolen item. It’s a race against the clock as our
heroes use every tool in their arsenal of library equipment to find the book and the mastermind who stole it. Will
the detectives catch this scoundrel? Find out in Bookhunter, the greatest comic of the new millennium.
Jason Shiga has been working as a cartoonist for the past 15 years, most well-known for his interactive comic
Meanwhile. He studied mathematics in school and is known for incorporating puzzles, mazes, mathematics, and
other unconventional narrative techniques into the physical format of his books. He is currently creating his most
ambitious project to date, the webcomic Demon, a 21-issue, 720-page sci-fi epic available free every day at his
website, and to be published in four volumes by First Second starting in October 2016.
“Bookhunter is an action-packed crime thriller about the library police. You know, the people they send after
you when you have a book overdue. Shiga works as a librarian, and this book pulses with the blood and sweat of
real-life experience, coupled with the clear desire to mislead innocent people about what librarians do all day.”
—Shaenon Garrity, Web Comics Examiner
“As a creator of comix that can be at once funny, disturbing, thoughtful, deconstructed and cleverly put together,
Jason Shiga deserves wider recognition, and not the kind you get when you commit suicide in a mental institution.” —Andrew D. Arnold, Time Magazine
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Aron Nels Steinke
Neptune

160-page 5” x 7” B&W paperback
Published: July 2009
ISBN: 978-0-9797465-2-9
List price: $14.00
Co-published with Tugboat Press
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | COMPANION ANIMALS

Drawn in beautiful black and white, Neptune is an all-ages graphic novel
about a couple of kids and their dog, Neptune, who just might have supernatural powers. Erika is starting at a new school and tells her classmates the story of how she and her brother were expelled, in which a dog
discovered in their house one morning sets off a chain of bizarre events after it follows them to school. Playful and
witty, Neptune is quite simply a pleasure to read.
Aron Nels Steinke is a cartoonist and elementary school teacher in Portland, Oregon. He began publishing his
comic book series Big Plans in 2006, and is also the creator of The Super Crazy Cat Dance. He and his wife, Ariel
Cohn, won an Eisner Award for their collaboration on The Zoo Box, out now from First Second Books. Aron is the
creator of the long-running Mr. Wolf, a comic strip about a day in the life of an elementary school teacher. He is
the winner of the 2016 Oregon Book Award for Graphic Literature.
“Steinke’s full page drawings are engaging from the moment you crack the cover... The artwork’s crisp edges and
deep, saturated black reproduction is gorgeous.” —Midnight Fiction
“Neptune is a sweet all-ages book; it may be intended to be friendly for younger readers, but it’s just as entertaining for an older reader too...half of the joy is going through and re-reading the book at a slow pace, reveling in its
charm. Definitely check it out.” —Read About Comics
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Austin English

Christina and
Charles
76-page 6” x 9” full color paperback
Published: May 2007
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-2-1
List price: $10.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | ART & ARCHITECTURE

spirituality in their tiny car.

Christina is in high school. She walks back to class after lunch period and
hears people gossiping about her. She hugs her mom in the supermarket.
She thinks about being an astronaut. Her mom plays weird tapes on the

Charles has a little brother who always follows him around. Charles tells stories about flying through space. He
smokes cigarettes. He arranges his room in really precise ways. Christina and Charles are both strange romantics
who could have benefited from knowing each other. But they never did. The best shot they get is being side by side
together in this book. The reader gets to see how similar they are. Look, Christina and Charles are both up against
the same tough odds.
Austin English lives and works in Brooklyn and Stockholm. He works with drawing, painting and comics. His
published books include Christina and Charles, The Disgusting Room and the series Windy Corner Magazine
(which he also edited) from Sparkplug Books. His book The Life Problem was published by Drippybone Books. His
illustration work can be seen in many publications, including The New York Times. English also runs the publishing house Domino Books. His work has been called “Beautifully minimalist portraits” by the Comics Journal, and
Giant Robot Magazine has said “Austin English is a genius. [His drawings] have soul.”
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Chris Cilla

The Heavy Hand
108-page 6” x 9” B&W paperback
Published: July 2010
ISBN: 978-0-9797465-8-1
List price: $14.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | SCIENCE-FICTION/HORROR

Take an inky road trip with a liar (Alvin Crabshack) into the generally
ignored world of mask wearing freaks and monsters both dead and alive.
Folk tales are made up by regular schmucks in party houses, caves and vans.
Are you concerned about the eggs? Alvin has a story for whoever he meets,
including you. Cult cartoonist Chris Cilla (The Diplomat) gets the “graphic novel” treatment; heads have been
waiting.
Chris C. Cilla is a cartoonist and screenprinter. His work has been featured in anthologies such as Kramers Ergot,
Barf Water, and Bog Witch. He has been publishing minicomics since 1987; notable titles include The Diplomat,
Dripp, Hot Dog Holiday, Putz Rush, and Stun Nuts. Born in Tucson, Arizona, he has since lived in Portland,
Oregon and Gwangju, South Korea. His work has been exhibited in galleries in Helsinki, Lucern, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Seattle, and Detroit.
“I’ve long suspected that Chris Cilla is one of the best cartoonists around, and now the proof is here, for all to see.
I know I will not read a better comic this year (and maybe not this decade).” —Zak Sally
“I really enjoyed The Heavy Hand. There is a level of high strangeness throughout the book. Chris Cilla is a serious
artist who happens to draw funny, and his work has a comic intensity that is most appealing. It’s an all-around great
effort.” —Gerald Jablonski

Alternative Comics’ books are distributed to the trade by
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution, Part of the Perseus Group | CBSD.com
Alternative Comics 21607B Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014 (408) 921-5164 IndyWorld.com

Chris Wright
Inkweed

152-page 7.5” x 8” B&W paperback
Published: June 2008
ISBN: 978-0-9797465-4-3
List price: $16.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | RELATIONSHIPS

Themes of reckoning, redemption, and the inevitability of love, and
loss recur in this 2008 collection of Chris’s work between the years 2002
and 2007. This volume showcases Wright’s idiosyncratic drawing style, and multi layered narrative voice. In its
brutality, and it’s compassion, the world of Inkweed displays the author’s determination to create an aesthetic
capable of disseminating an entire world view.
Chris Wright is an artist and cartoonist living in Richmond, Vermont. He was awarded a fellowship at the Center
for Cartoon Studies in 2008. His latest book is Blacklung, a graphic novel published by Fantagraphics.
“A truly organic and interesting way to cartoon, the complete package of verbal cadence and informative visual
style.” —Tom Spurgeon, The Comics Reporter
“Chris Wright’s comics are living, dense, and lush. You can get pulled into and be swallowed by their rustle and
roar. They will fill your nose and throat.” —Eleanor Davis
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John Hankiewicz
Asthma

104-page 8.5” x 11” B&W paperback
Published: July 2006
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-5-2
List price: $17.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | ART & ARCHITECTURE

Asthma is a collection of recent comics by John Hankiewicz. From story to
story, even page to page, the book mixes a startling range of graphic and narrative styles to form a dreamlike whole.
“Amateur Comics” creates a wordless lyric of body, chairs, and space. “Martha Gregory” delves into the rhyming
psyches of a young woman and an old man. “Jazz” charts a single day through the lens of the unconscious. Also
included are the visually abstract “The Kimball House,” the autobiographical “Westmont Is Next,” the elliptically
humorous “Dance” (printed in black and red), and several other ineffable pieces. At once perplexing and moving,
disturbing and playful, Asthma explores the formal and emotional reaches of the comics medium.
John Hankiewicz is a printmaker and cartoonist. He received an MFA in printmaking from Miami University.
His published books include Asthma and Education. Hankiewicz’s prints have been in several juried shows, and in
addition to solo work his comics have appeared in several anthologies, including MOME Volumes 10 and 11, Ink
Brick No. 1, and Abstract Comics.
“For years now, Hankiewicz has explored ways of storytelling that no one else is with comics.” —Tom Spurgeon,
The Comics Journal
“[A] unique vision.” —Shawn Hoke on “Dance,” Size Matters Blog
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Katie Skelly

Nurse Nurse
160-page 5.5” x 7.5” B&W paperback
Published: April 2012
ISBN: 978-0-9854150-0-6
List price: $15.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | SCIENCE-FICTION/HORROR

What is NURSE NURSE?
It is a comic book about the future.
It is a prediction about television.
It is a cautionary tale about butterflies.
It is science fiction for all kinds of people.
It collects all seven issues of the mini-comic series and the never-before-seen eighth issue. Please have an adventure.
Katie Skelly is a New York City-based cartoonist whose comics include Nurse Nurse (Sparkplug Books, 2012),
Operation Margarine (AdHouse Books, 2014), and the ongoing My Pretty Vampire and Agent 8, 9, and 10. She
also contributes to The Comics Journal and co-hosts the podcast Trash Twins with Sarah Horrocks. She holds a
B.A. in Art History from Syracuse University, and was awarded the Emerging Artist prize at Cartoon Crossroads
Columbus 2015.
“NURSE NURSE is perfect! It is beautiful and funny and deeply weird, and unlike any other comic out there right
now.” —Michael DeForge, Lose Comics
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Olga Volozova

The Airy Tales
128-page 9” x 6” full color paperback
Published: November 2008
ISBN: 978-0-9797465-6-7
List price: $15.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | ART & ARCHITECTURE

The Airy Tales tell about the invisible threads that connect all the things around. When you touch accidentally
one of these threads in the air, it might show, as well as some other threads nearby. Then you start seeing more than
you did before; you see little people who are sitting on the leaves as on balconies, a healer who lives in the house
inside the rain, or a street pole in love with a crow. These short tales are light and humorous; they aim to dissolve
sadness. Words and illustrations merge together, adding to their personal style which attempts to read messages
from an unseen place that soars between a dream journal and a notebook.
Olga Volozova is an L.A.-based writer/artist; she does illustration, cartoons, children’s books, graphic novels, web
design. Some of her projects involve puppets, claymation, optical toys, paper theatre, and dioramas. Her book in
collaboration with Juliacks, Rock That Never Sleeps—two fantasy stories about the loss of memory—has also been
published by Sparkplug, as well as her graphic novel The Golem of Gabirol based on the legends about the famous
kabbalist who lived in Spain of 11th century. Olga is fond of experimentation with different techniques. She writes
fairy tales and doodles a lot.
“Briefly describing each of these stories doesn’t do a thing to convey the constant sense of wonder and innocence
that pervades this book.” —Optical Sloth
“The small commitment it takes as a reader to full engage Volozova’s work is rewarded by the fully realized worlds
she creates.” —Rob Clough

Alternative Comics’ books are distributed to the trade by
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution, Part of the Perseus Group | CBSD.com
Alternative Comics 21607B Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014 (408) 921-5164 IndyWorld.com

Mats!?

Asiaddict
96-page 6” x 9” color and B&W paperback
Published: January 2006
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-3-8
List price: $15.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | NON-FICTION/GENERAL | TRAVEL

This amazing collection of illustrated travel chronicles the bizarre as well as
the mundane experiences of a recent trip through Thailand, Cambodia and
Laos. Wiping off the nostalgic “Shangri-La” mystique off of contemporary monstro-“Cities” like Bangkok; it reveals a more western smeared and embellished recent history…with a few “Bombs”
dropped in between…With his flair for details, Mats!? takes us on a journey, littered with landmines, through a
landscape of beauty and horror, humor and disbelief. The book is also illustrated with some stunning photography
by Peri B. Asiaddict is exactly the kind of guidebook you would want to read before going on a trip but not the kind
of thing you’d ever find in a normal travel guide. Funny, but also really lurid.
Mats!? is a cartoonist who was born in Paris to Swedish parents. Works include Asiaddict, Prego, S’not for Kids,
Sicko, and others. He lives in California.
“If there’s one good thing about not having the money to travel, it’s that it gives you more free time to read travelogues like this one.” —Optical Sloth
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Renée French

Edison Steelhead’s
Lost Portfolio
Exploratory Studies of Girls and
Rabbits

88-page 4.5” x 5.5” one-color paperback
Published: January 2007
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-7-6
List price: $9.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | ART & ARCHITECTURE

A collection of illustrations of bunnies and girls, done by French’s character Edison Steelhead. Both beautiful
and disturbing, this body horror-themed book is wonderfully engrossing. Each spread includes a soft, detailed
charcoal rendering of a girl or a rabbit on the right, with a short, disjointed description on the left. Supposedly
written by Edison Steelhead, these descriptions include the condition—whether it is medical, or something like
“covered in flying insects”—of the drawing, as well as where Edison drew it, what he consumed, and some small
observations he made while drawing.
Renée French is an American comics writer and illustrator. Her work includes H Day, The Soap Lady, The Ticking,
Micrographica, Edison Steelhead’s Lost Portfolio: Exploratory Studies of Girls and Rabbits, and Marbles in My Underpants. She also has a weekly strip in the New York Press. Her serialized comic Baby Bjornstrand appears on the
Study Group Comic Books website. She is also the author of the comic book for children, Barry’s Best Buddy. In
2007, she received the prestigious Inkpot Award. French lives in California and Sydney, Australia.
“French’s work always splits the difference between cuteness and revulsion...She’s an inimitable and masterful
stylist, a kind of Edward Gorey who draws out the whimsical side of body-horror.” —Publishers Weekly (on Baby
Bjornstrand)
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Rina Ayuyang
Whirlwind
Wonderland
128-page 5.5” x 7.5” color and B&W
paperback
Published: 2009
ISBN: 978-0-9797465-5-0
List price: $15.00
Co-published with Tugboat Press
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | MEMOIR

Whirlwind Wonderland follows the life-altering exploits of a somewhat normal Filipino American girl as she
meanders through sleepy suburban sprawls, empty diners, fantasy-filled commuter traffic jams, misplaced football
fanaticism, ethnic identity crash courses, and just good ole family hi-jinx. The book showcases new stories and old
favorites written and drawn by Rina Ayuyang, cartoonist and creator of Namby Pamby, a mini-comic series that
explores the humorous side of life’s ordinary moments.
Rina Ayuyang is an Eisner and Ignatz-nominated cartoonist based in Oakland, California. Her online comic,
Beginning’s End was nominated for an Eisner Award for Best Short Story. Her A Cartoonist’s Diary contribution
on TCJ.com was chosen as a Silver medalist by the Society of Illustrators’ in the 2016 Comic and Cartoon Art
Annual. She also runs the comics imprint Yam Books, and plays the “nice” co-host on the comics podcast, The
Comix Claptrap.
“Rina Ayuyang depicts herself as a dutiful daughter and doodling daydreamer. Beautifully illustrated in styles
as varied as the topics of her stories, her debut graphic novel is a charming assortment of meditations on family,
culture, and city living.” —Hyphen Magazine
“This compilation of work by Rina Ayuyang is a testament to the fact that honest and transparent storytelling about
one’s own life can be as dramatic and gripping as anything about a celebrity or world
leader.” —Giant Robot
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Dylan Williams &
Ben Catmull
Orchid

116-page 6” x 9” B&W paperback
Published: October 2002
ISBN: 978-1-68148-567-6
List price: $8.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | ANTHOLOGIES | SCIENCE-FICTION/HORROR

Orchid is a collection of Victorian horror stories produced by Dylan
Williams and Ben Catmull. The comic books stories are adaptations of text
stories written between 1800 and 1920.
Contributors: T. Edward Bak, Gabrielle Bell, Ben Catmull, Kevin Huizenga, David Lasky, Jessie Reklaw, Lark Pien,
and Dylan Williams. Front cover by Mats!?, back cover by Ted May.
Dylan Williams was a cartoonist, a comics historian, and the founder of Sparkplug Books, a small press publisher
and distributor based in Portland. He is the creator of the Reporter series. He passed away from cancer in 2011.
Ben Catmull is a Bay Area cartoonist. He is the author of Ghost and Ruins, Monster Parade, and Xeric Grant Award
winner Paper Theater.
“Orchid is a cool compilation of actual Victorian stories interpreted by ten different artists. Highlights include
‘Tobermory’, written by H.H. Munro and adapted by Gabrielle Bell, and the compelling ‘Green Tea’ by J. Sheriden
Le Fanu and adapted by Kevin Huizenga. Even non-goth types will dig this one.” — Laurie Henzel, Bust Magazine
“[Orchid is] a brilliant conceit by editors Ben Catmull and Dylan Williams...Orchid splendidly mixes modern comix
storytelling with a bygone era’s mastery of prose and atmosphere.” — Andrew Arnold, Time.com
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Trevor Alixopulos

Mine Tonight
104-page 6” x 9” black and white paperback
Published: September 2006
ISBN: 978-0-9742715-4-5
List price: $10.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | CURRENT AFFAIRS & POLITICS

In Mine Tonight, individuals with high ideals and few scruples struggle
and scheme among the backdrop of the second Bush administration, the
giddy chaos of WTO protest-era Seattle, and the moral fog of post-9/11
New York. The tricks of memory and the ambiguity of politics add the the intrigue of a tale that is both intensely
personal and widely relevant. Lukas, an amoral gun for hire, finds himself embroiled in the corruptions of the 2004
presidential election.
Trevor Alixopulos is a cartoonist and illustrator living in California. In his comics, he takes particular interest in
how icon and narrative interact and swap roles. His stories usually explore broad social themes while using comicsy
visual grammar to evoke the interior and the individual. His art has been featured at RGB Gallery, Giant Robot
New York, Charles M. Schulz Museum, Gallery of Sea & Heaven, ANTHEM Magazine and STUDIO Gallery.
“Disturbing and Brilliant” —Comixville
“Mine Tonight manages to combine all of [Alixopulos’] interests in one cleverly-designed format. It’s part paranoid
political thriller (albeit with a 21st century twist), part love story, part dream journal, part history lesson, part
autobio comic...The whole package works, and the result was a story that was a genuine joy to read.” —Rob Clough
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Trevor Alixopulos

The Hot Breath
of War
128-page 6.5” x 7.75” black and
white paperback
Published: June 2008
ISBN: 978-0-97974-653-6
List price: $13.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | RELATIONSHIPS

The Hot Breath of War takes seemingly unrelated episodes of life during wartime and entwines them into one
narrative. This subtle and well-written novel explores love amidst conflict and the seduction of violence itself.
Alixopulos has a cartooning ability well beyond his years and his stories offer some of the most thoughtful insights
available to comic book readers. The Hot Breath of War is perfect for fans of Joe Sacco or Jules Feiffer, but stands
as a unique work of graphic art. It was nominated for “Outstanding Graphic Novel” in the 2008 Ignatz Awards.
Trevor Alixopulos is a cartoonist and illustrator living in California. In his comics, he takes particular interest in
how icon and narrative interact and swap roles. His stories usually explore broad social themes while using comicsy
visual grammar to evoke the interior and the individual. His art has been featured at RGB Gallery, Giant Robot
New York, Charles M. Schulz Museum, Gallery of Sea & Heaven, ANTHEM Magazine and STUDIO Gallery.
“A thoughtful, provocative book about the intersection between the personal and political, focusing on the relationship between war and sex. He approaches the subject in a number of different ways (literal, lyrical, metaphorical), all with a lively, loose line.” —Rob Clough’s Top 100 Comics of the ’00s
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William Cardini
Vortex

136-page 6” x 9” black and white
paperback
Published: November 2014
ISBN: 978-0-9854150-3-7
List price: $13.00
COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS | SCIENCE-FICTION/HORROR

Welcome to the psychedelic space fantasy cosmos of the Hyperverse,
a realm filled with immensely powerful beings who battle over worlds
with strange geologies and hoard advanced technologies left by ancient
starfarers. Bold, mystical, expertly designed and engrossing—Vortex
follows the powerful sorcerer the Miizzzard as he travels to a mysterious
planet and battles a strange, regenerating monster. The story gets more complex as the Miizzz finds himself sympathizing with the monster and her kin. Cardini’s art is stylish and stylized in a way that is entirely unique and
absorbing, just like the alien beings the Miizzzard interacts with.
William Cardini is a cartoonist and illustrator from Austin, Texas. He is the creator of Vortex from Sparkplug
Books and draws comics set in the psychedelic space fantasy cosmos of the Hyperverse.
“Goopy alien wizards melt, battle and stab their way from each others’ stomachs in cosmic landscapes forged from
bold halftones and thick wacom lines. The contrast between low-res digital textures and organic shapes is a real
eyeball melter.” —Jack Hayden, Comics Workbook
“Cardini’s most ambitious, eccentric and amusing project to date.” —Rob Clough, High Low
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